308-01 Rousseau\u27s Human and Political Vision by Ray, John
Xavier University
Exhibit
Political Science Syllabi Fall 2014 Political Science Syllabi 2014
2014
308-01 Rousseau's Human and Political Vision
John Ray
Follow this and additional works at: http://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/
political_science_syllabi_fall_2014
This Restricted-Access Syllabus is brought to you for free and open access by the Political Science Syllabi 2014 at Exhibit. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Political Science Syllabi Fall 2014 by an authorized administrator of Exhibit. For more information, please contact exhibit@xavier.edu.
Recommended Citation
Ray, John, "308-01 Rousseau's Human and Political Vision" (2014). Political Science Syllabi Fall 2014. Paper 10.
http://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/political_science_syllabi_fall_2014/10
X A V I E R  U N I V E R S I T Y  
 
John Ray          Poli 308 
Schott Hall 709       3 credits 
Ext. 4906        Fall 2014 
Preferred email: johnrayxu@gmail.com     
Official email: rayj@xavier.edu 
 
  
Rousseau’s Human and Political Vision 
 
Course description 
Detailed reading of classic works by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the first great critic of the classic 
Enlightenment. Emphasis is on student discussion of the moral and political issues raised by 
the texts. 
 
Course objectives  
Basic understanding of Rousseau’s critique of modern political life and its characteristic 
human type, the bourgeois, and of two of his responses to modern life, one highly political, 
The Social Contract, and the other highly personal, The Reveries of the Solitary Walker.  
 
Reading 
The main work for the course is the assigned reading.  It is extremely important to your 
success that you do the reading on time, prior to our discussion in class.  Since we will be 
engaged in detailed textual analysis, you are required to bring the book we are reading to 
class.   
 
The following texts, in the editions indicated, are required:   
Rousseau, The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (Chicago) 
Rousseau, The Reveries of the Solitary Walker (Hackett) 
 
Course requirements  
There will be three papers, each about 1500 words. Papers must be typed, double-spaced 
and consistent with the university’s policy on academic honesty.   
 
Grading    
The following 12 point scale will be used to calculate your course grade: A = 12, A- = 11, 
B+ = 10, B = 9, B- = 8, C+ = 7, C = 6, C- = 5, D+ = 4, D = 3, D- =2, F = 0. 
 
Your course grade will be computed as follows: 
Each 1500 word paper = 25% 
 
Submission of papers 
Submit a printed copy of your paper – please, no electronic submissions without prior 
approval.  
 
Late papers 
Papers are due in class. Late papers are those not received in class on the due date. Late 
papers will be penalized two grades on a twelve point scale (e.g., B+ becomes B-). Please do 
not email me your paper without prior permission. 
 
No texting or other use of technology during class 
Our focus must be on the books we are reading and our discussion of them. Laptops must 
remain closed. No texting during class.  
 
Attendance  
Attendance is required throughout the term.  If you are absent from more than three classes 
during the term, your course grade will be penalized one grade on a twelve point scale (e.g., 
A- becomes B+).  If you are absent from more than five classes during the term, your course 
grade will be penalized two grades on a twelve point scale (e.g., B becomes C+). 
 
Tentative schedule 
The class schedule is tentative and usually typically some adjustments; it is your responsibility 
to keep abreast of any changes to the reading assignments or paper due dates. 
 
Note on reading and class discussion: The reading schedule is a guide for your reading (your 
free to read ahead, of course) and gives me assurance of what you have read to date.  It does 
not mean that the discussion will be on that part of the book. Some issues require more than 
one day in class. We may return again and again to an issue that is of special attention or 
particularly problematic for the argument as a whole.  
 
T 
 
8/26 Introduction 
TH 8/28 First Discourse, 2 - 21 
T 9/2 FD, 23-36 
 
TH 9/4 Second Discourse, 37-57 
 
T 9/9 SD, 59-90 
 
TH 9/11 SD, 91-117 
 
T 9/16 SD, 119-151 
TH 9/18 Review and Discussion 
***Paper assigned 
 
T 9/23 Social Contract, 161-178 (Book I) 
 
TH 9/25 Discussion of text continued 
 
T 19/30 SC, 179-203 (Book II) 
 
TH 10/2 Discussion of text continued 
 
T 10/7 SC, 205-241 (Book III) 
 
TH 10/9 Fall Holiday 
 
T 10/14 Discussion of text continued 
 
TH 10/16 SC, 243-272 (Book IV) 
 
T 10/21 Discussion of text continued 
TH 10/23 ***Paper assigned  
T 10/28 Reveries of the Solitary Walker, First Walk 
TH 10/30 First Walk 
T 11/4 Second Walk 
TH 11/6 Third Walk 
T 11/11 Fourth Walk 
TH 11/13 Fifth Walk 
T 11/18 Discussion continued 
TH 11/20 Sixth Walk  
T 11/25 Seventh Walk 
TH 11/27 Thanksgiving holiday 
 
T 12/2 
 
Eighth Walk 
TH 12/4 
 
Ninth, Tenth Walk 
T 
 
12/9 Discussion 
***Paper assigned 
 
TH 
 
12/11 Evaluation and Discussion 
TH 12/18 Paper due in class at 8:30am. 
 
 
